
 

SSAS Meetings, which are usually held the 4th Monday of every month at 6:30 
p.m. at the Clifton Park Senior Community Center, have been temporarily 
suspended with the closure of the Center due to COVID-19.

Virtual Demos, Meetings and Shows
We have missed seeing all of you at our normal meetings and demos! The 
Board of Directors has been trying to come up with ways to continue 
promoting art in the community and keeping our members involved. 

We are exploring the option of conducting virtual demos and shows on Zoom, 
and also having a virtual “Show and Tell” type meeting for members so 
everyone can share what they have been working on. Another idea we have 
discussed is to hold a virtual show, possibly in place of our annual Autumn 
Jewels show. Photographs of artwork would be submitted to the show 
organizers and the show would be highlighted on the SSAS website and 
Facebook page and promoted in local news media.

We recently sent a brief Survey (4 multiple choice questions) to members 
asking for your input. If you haven’t responded yet, you can access the survey 
here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TK839R7

Thank you for taking the time to help!
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Covid vs Creativity

As Vice President, I am temporarily 
stepping in for our president, Frank 
Coletta, who is out of town due to a 
family illness.  Please keep Frank and 
his wife, Marty, in your thoughts and 
prayers.
  As artists we are certainly aware of 
“our own chosen isolation” when 
painting, drawing, and creating in our 
work area.  That’s when we lose all 
track of time, wish to be uninterrupted 
and have time to lose ourselves in our 
creativity.  Maybe lighting a candle, 
playing our favorite music, or just 
silence helps us be content, reflective 
and creative.

Living with all the fears and worries 
during these times perhaps prevented 
us from being inspired and creative. 
Being isolated, watching too much bad 
news, financial worries, etc.

The arrival of warm weather, beautiful 
flowers, planting, observing the 
wonderful things people are doing for 
each other, the essential workers, etc., 
has been a blessing in contrast to what 
is going on around us.

The botanist Dr. Robin Wall Kimmerer 
says, “The exchange of love between 
earth and people calls forth the creative 
gifts of both. The earth is not indifferent 
to us, but rather calling for our gifts in 
return for hers—the reciprocal nature of 
life and creativity.”

Stay safe and keep creating!  

- Rita Helie
Along The Towpath, Karen Woodin, OilAlbina Walsh Shadows of Santa Fe, 

Roberta Moses

Website Gallery 
Did you know that our website includes a Gallery Page with a clickable link 
where artists can post their work and bios? See below for some amazing 
samples. Send your artwork photos to Valerie Wolf, our website manager, to be 
included. http://www.southernsaratogaartist.com/
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Board Members
 

President 
Frank Coletta 
f51643@hotmail.com 

Vice-President 
Rita Helie 
RandRh@aol.com 

Secretary  
Jean Skanes 
Jean.skanes@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Rebecca Jenkins 
rljenks@nycap.rr.com 

Website Designer 
Valerie Wolf 
zayeal@gmail.com

Marty Coletta 
f51643@hotmail.com 

Judy Loucks 
Jloucks1@nycap.rr.com 

Jack Morgan 
jack0032@yahoo.com 

Val Mosier 
vmosier@nycap.rr.com 

Bill Staudinger 
bstaudinger@nycap.rr.com

Joan Van Alphen 
joevanalphen@yahoo.com

Pat Wade 
meridian1@nycap.rr.com

Sherry Walkup 
swalkup@nycap.rr.com

Valerie Woodward 
vwfourbears@gmail.com

Newsletter: Eva Marie Loucks

OUR MISSION

To	encourage	the	development		
of	art	and	to	make	the	community		

of	Southern	Saratoga	County		
more	aware	of	visual	arts

Visit	our	website	for	all	the	latest	news	and	informa<on:	www.southernsaratogaar<st.com	
Mailing	Address:	SSAS	PO	Box	1536,	CliJon	Park,	NY	12065

Looking for Inspiration?
Check out some of the free resources below. Please share your favorites with 
SSAS! Email jean.skanes@outlook.com with links and ideas and we will post 
them on the website or in the next newsletter.

Art Tutor offers both free and paid instruction. Check out their website: 
https://www.arttutor.com/ You can download free guides here: https://
resources.arttutor.com/guides/You can also access lots of free videos on 
their blog: https://www.arttutor.com/blog They cover just about every 
medium and every subject matter. It’s a great resource.

The Artists Network has very good information on various art topics: 
https://www.artistsnetwork.com/ They have a Live Stream called 
“Drawing Together:” https://www.artistsnetwork.com/drawing-together-
live-video-streams/ The series takes place on their YouTube channel every 
Monday and Wednesday at 3:00 p.m. Eastern Time. Subscribe to their 
YouTube Channel for additional free videos here: https://
www.youtube.com/user/artistsnetwork

Cheap Joe’s™ Art Stuff not only sells art supplies, they also offer free 
instructions. Visit their website for more information: https://
www.cheapjoes.com/ They recently sponsored a free Tom Lynch Digital 
Workshop. You can see the recording here: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=9STAUCiEwik&feature=youtu.be You can also subscribe to their 
YouTube channel for lots of additional free videos: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=dy1WUDI_qOc&t=1s

Winsor & Newton offers a series of short free instructional videos on a 
variety of subjects, mainly color and techniques: https://
www.winsornewton.com/na/masterclass-collection 

Art Galleries 
Find virtual video tours of your favorite art galleries by visiting their 
websites. Here are a few samples: 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art: https://www.metmuseum.org/ 
National Gallery of Art: https://www.nga.gov/ 
The Whitney Museum of American Art: https://www.metmuseum.org/ 
The Museum of Fine Arts Boston: https://www.mfa.org/

Membership Dues
Because  of  the  COVID-19  pandemic,  we  have  not  had  any  meetings  or 
demos in 2020.  The SSAS Board of  Directors  recently made a decision to 
carryover all dues to 2021. If you already paid your 2020 dues, you will not 
owe anything for 2021. 
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